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At the turn of the last century, the American middle class was expanding rapidly as homesteaders

moved west and as trains took travellers across the country, where they established themselves in

the depot towns that erupted along train lines. With that growth came the demand for new homes,

and from that demand grew a new industry: mail-order homes. Sold by such makers as Sears,

Roebuck & Co., Aladdin, and Montgomery Wards, these kit homes were shipped by train, arriving in

two boxcars, which then were off-loaded by the purchasers, usually with a team of horse and

wagon. In the boxcars was absolutely everything needed to assemble a house, whether it be a

vacation cottage, modest bungalow, or two-and-a-half storey home. Literally tens of thousands of

these affordable homes were sold in the early 1900s, with most built between 1910-40. In

Mail-Order Homes, historical architectural researcher Rebecca Hunter brings to life the history of

these charming homes, many of which still stand in communities across the country. From the

manufacturers of mail-order homes to the customers who bought and built them, and from the styles

and designs to the boom and bust of the industry, Hunter explains the history of these forgotten

homes. Filled with illustrations from mail-order home catalogs and contemporary photos, this book

tells the story of a bygone era of residential architecture.
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I love looking at floor plans from this era, so I have something of an addiction to books about the



mail-order house genre.This is the first such book that has disappointed me. No real plans----except

for one in a reproduced ad-----and the information is scanty and recycled. The book goes to 821

"locations."

We live in an older home. Recently, a repair-man asked if it was a "kit home", which I had never

heard of before. I did some research, and this little book was very helpful. It showed many styles,

floor-plans, and gave a bit of history. I still can't find definite proof of my house being a kit home. But

there are many in my area and this book is like a small hand-book. It's a useful tool.

A nice easy to read history of kit homes.
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